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Letters to the Editors 





Student Says ‘Benefits’ Are Not the Test 





Ordination of Women 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 


I do not think that women should be 
ordained to preach. It will be a terrible 
mistake if the Assembly disregards the 
Word of God and by human reasoning 
attempts to justify such ordination. 

It is certainly true that Christianity has 
lifted and continues to elevate the posi- 
tion of women throughout the world. But 
has God called women to preach? Is the 
ordination of women in his divine plan 
as he has revealed it to us in the Scrip- 
tures? 

I do not believe so. 

The argument given by the Rochester 
Presbytery (OUTLOOK, May 2) sounds good 
at first reading. But second thought 
tempts one to ask, “Because those denom- 
inations which have ordained women min- 
isters have prospered and souls have been 
brought to Christ, does this necessarily 
mean God’s will is being done? The King- 
dom of God is advanced it seems to me, 
in spite of what we do. Was monasti- 
cism in the center of God’s will? Ap- 
parently, the Rochester Presbytery would 
say yes, merely because Christians have 
benefited from some of the fruits of the 
monastic movements... . 

What relevancy has the Scripture verse 
(Gal. 3.27) “There can be neither Jew 
nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor 
free, there can be no male or female, for 
yet are all one in Christ Jesus” to the 
problem of ordaining women? Because 
these all are one in Christ we cannot deny 
that each has a certain task to do, a spe- 
cial truth to make known. It would be 
absurd tq think that the Holy Spirit is 
inferior to Christ who is inferior to God 
the Father; yet their functions or offices 
are different, though the purpose is one. 
Is this not also true of women? 

The Rochester Presbytery states, “Our 
age sees many other evidences of the 
leadership of women.” Then a list of 
secular activities follows. Many of us 
seem to forget that no man takes the min- 
istry upon himself, but is chosen of God. 
This is a vital difference between being 
a doctor, lawyer, diplomat, etc. ... 

“Let the women learn in silence with 
all subjection. But I suffer not a woman 
to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 
man, but to be in silence.” (1 Tim. 
2.11.2) “Let your women keep silence in 
the churches: for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak; for it is a shame for women 
to speak in the church.” (1 Cor. 14.34.35) 
Gentlemen, what shall I do with these 
Scriptures? Cut them out? God forbid! 
The Rochester Presbytery “has thus de- 
cided that Paul’s various strictures on the 
place of women in the church were ad- 
dressed to a contemporary situation.” 
Thus are these verses dismissed by some. 
What would be left in the Bible if we 
could erase all the old useless verses which 
had contemporary importance and mean- 
ing but which mean nothing in this day 
and age? 

“This appeal to the mind and purpose 
of the Creator shows clearly that Paul is 
not basing what he says simply on the 
position assigned to woman in the society 
of that day,” says the New Bible Com- 
mentary. “He is appealing rather to a 


guiding principle of universal and abid- 
ing application.” 

Evidently, the committee urging the 
ordination of women does not believe this. 
Neither has it taken into consideration the 
number of cults and heresies founded by 
women, nor attended churches with wom- 
en ministers, nor bothered to listen to a 
woman ‘preach.’. . . 

I make no attempt to discuss physio- 
logical or psychological reasons why 
women should not be ordained to preach. 
Such reasons do exist, but I feel that 
there is theological ground for denying 
ordination to women. 

Am I saying woman, stand by thyself, 
come not near to me; for I, a man, am 
holier than thou? By no means! Any 
feeling of superiority is a matter of pride, 
which is sin. I think also that the sense 
of inferiority expressed by some is an 
emotion instigated by Satan. 

I love my wife, my mother, and my sis- 
ters. Most of the Christians in my church 
are women. Some of the finest Christians 
I have ever met are women. I thrill to 
read of Abigail, Hannah, Ruth, Esther, 
Eunice, Lydia, Mary, Martha, and others. 
But I think that the Presbyterian Church 
cannot please God by urging the ordina- 
tion of women to preach, nor will the best 
qualities in women be brought out by 
such a move. 

WrwiaM L. BANKs. 
Lincoln Seminary, 
Lincoln University, Penna. 


Good Encouragement 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Permit me to add my congratulations 
to the many others which you have re- 
ceived on the enlarged work and program 
of your paper. Although I have read THE 


Intercepted Correspondence 


Going Forward 


To THE RALEIGH NEWS AND OBSERVER: 


Are we going forward or backward in 
North Carolina? On a historical marker 
located at the corner of East and Worth 
streets, Raleigh, is inscribed these words: 


JOHN CHAVIS 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY FREE NEGRO 
PREACHER AND TEACHER OF BOTH RACES IN 
NortTH CAROLINA MEMORIAL PARK 
200 YARDS EAST 


In a book on John Chavis, by the late 
G. C. Shaw of Oxford, it is reported that 
Chavis informed the citizens of Raleigh, 
of tuition charges in the following letter: 

“The terms of teaching the white chil- 
dren will be as usual, two dollars and a 
half per quarter; those of color, one dollar 
and three quarters. In both cases, the 
whole to be paid in advance to Mr. Ben- 
jamin King. Those who produce certi- 
ficates from him for their having paid the 
money will be admitted.” 

On page 24 of Mr. Shaw’s book on John 
Chavis, he says: “Among those who are 
known to have attended his school are 


OvuTLOOK for a number of years, it became 
of increasing interest to me _ several 
months ago when I moved from the West- 
minster Presbytery (Florida) of the U.S. 
Church to the Winnebago Presbytery 
(Wisconsin) of the USA Church. Now I 
get up-to-date news about people and 
events which concern me, in one paper. 

You will be interested, too, I feel cer- 
tain. in the fact that the Commitee on 
Church Cooperation and Union of Winne- 
bago Presbytery recommended to its mem- 
bers at the recent Spring Meeting of Pres- 
bytery that all ministers subscribe to THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, since it is the only 
paper giving a panoramic view of activi- 
ties in both the U.S. and USA Churches. 
I hope that other such committees will do 
likewise, and that THE OUTLOOK will ex- 
perience a real readership increase among 
the USA ministry in the months ahead. 
The combining of The Tribune and THE 
OUTLOOK was a grand step in the right di- 
rection, and does indeed give foresight of 
that day when the churches will again be 
united. 

RosBertT A. POLAND. 

De Pere, Wisconsin 


Kind Words 


As one who has enjoyed The Presby- 
terian Tribune for many years, I am glad 
to take an opportunity to express my best 
wishes to you for the future.... 

GEorGE E. ULp. 
Brighton church, Rochester, N. Y. 


USA Assembly Broadcasts 

Ninety radio and television programs 
have been scheduled during the Presby- 
terian, USA, Assembly. Clifton E. Moore 
is chairman of the Los Angeles Broad- 
cast Schedule Committee which has ar- 
ranged for the most extensive program 
ever carried at an Assembly. In addition, 
nationwide network coverage will closely 
rival that of the New York Assembly in 
1952. 


or Backward? 


Priestly H. Mangrum, a lawyer of distinc- 
tion; Charles Manley, who became gover- 
nor of North Carolina; Abram Rencher, 
minister to Portugal and governor of New 
Mexico; Mr. James Horner, founder of the 
Honor School, who boarded in Mr. Chavis’ 
home while attending his school; and 
many others of less distinction. 

“Mr. Chavis taught school at different 
times, in Chatham, Wake, Orange and 
Granville counties. His school served 
as high school and academy for the sec- 
tion in which it was located, and prepared 
students for the University of North Caro- 
lina.” 

Much unfavorable water has gone over 
the dam in human relations and in recog- 
nizing the values of free human person- 
ality, since those yesteryears of John Cha- 
vis, a black man of prudence and piety. 

The Supreme Court decision simply 
brings us back to certain recognized 
values in education which were practiced 
in North Carolina more than a century 
and a quarter ago. 

G. E. CHEEK. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
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From the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


Grace be unto you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As Presidents of the World Council of Churches 
we greet our brethren of the churches partici- 
pating in the World Council. 

A year ago at this time we were called to pray 
for God’s blessing upon the coming General As- 
sembly of the Council. Now in retrospect we 
can join in thanksgiving to God for the many 
blessings granted to us as a result of the Evanston 
Assembly. With frank and sincere facing of 
many differences there was revealed a deep un- 
derlying unity of Christian love and mutual un- 
derstanding. Despite the barriers of space, of 
race, of nationality, of varying ecclesiastical tra- 
ditions, and of theological emphasis we remain 
brothers in Christ. In this fact may be found 
a source of spiritual strength for the present 
and of high promise for the future. 

There are stern realities in our world which 
must be met courageously. There is strife be- 
tween men and nations. In many places men do 
not have that freedom which is their deep desire. 
Millions of the children of God are without the 


the peace of God which passes all understanding. 
In the light of the tragedy of our times there is 
urgent need for groups of men and women every- 
where working more closely together in Christian 
love in the service of Christ. 

We may well ask ourselves: ‘Who is suffi- 
cient for these things?’’ The answer comes from 
our blessed Savior Jesus Christ: ‘Ask and ye 
shall receive, knock and it shall be opened unto 
you.”’ 

So at this season of Pentecost let us pray that 
the Holy Spirit make our hearts burn within us 
so that we may better understand the mind of 
Christ and more deeply realize our need for one 
another. Let us pray especially that all men 
may be granted the opportunity to worship the 
Almighty in full freedom. And let our prayer be 
accompanied by a solemn rededication of our 
lives to the gracious purpose of God. 

We urge the offering of this age-old prayer to 
God through Jesus Christ: 


Veni Creator Spiritus 
Come Holy Ghost, our soul inspire, 


NEW IN SPIRIT 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





are helpless refugees. 





barest necessities of life. We dare not forget the 
plight of those who through no fault of their own 
Christendom is divided 
and therefore its witness is weakened. 

But these difficulties are accompanied by 
equally real opportunities. Countless men, wom- 
en, boys and girls everywhere stand in need of 
the unsearchable riches of the gospel, and of 
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and lighten with celestial fire. 


(signed) The Presidents of the World 


Council of Churches 


John Baillie (Principal) 

Sante Uberto Barbieri (Bishop) 
George Cicestr (Bishop of Chichester) 
Otto Dibelius (Bishop) 

Mar Juhanon (Metropolitan) 

Michael (Archbishop) 

Henry Knox Sherrill (Bishop) 








GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
MATTERS... 


Reported in The Outlook 
U.S.—USA 


Presbyterian, U.S.-USA-U.P. cooperation, 
March 21, page 3; Mar. 28, page 8 

250th Anniversary, Apr. 24, page 8; May 9, 
Page 3 


U. $.—Richmond 


Mississippi effort to rescind 1954 segregation 
action Mar. 14 

Christian Relations: Unity with Diversity, Apr. 
11, page 5 

DCE amendment, Apr. 11, page 4 

Christianity and Health, Apr. 18, page 5 


Divorce and Re-Marriage, Apr. 18, page 5 

Minister and His Work, Apr. 25, page 3 
May 2, page 8 

Overtures, Apr. 24, page 4; May 23, page 7 

General Council, May 2, page 3 

Committee chairmen, May 2, page 3 

Evangelism conference, May 9, page 10 

World Missions policies, May 16, page 5 

Japan ICU reference, May 16, page 7 


USA—Los Angeles 


Evangelism conference, May 9, page 10 

Assembly Prevue, Apr. 18, page 3 

Budget, May 2, page 3 

Ordination cf Women, May 2, page 5 

Segregated synods and presbyteries, May 2, 
page 6 

The Marian Year, May 9, page 6 

Los Angeles daily schedule, May 16, page 3 

Claude Williams appeal, May 16, page 2; 
May 23, page 7 


Amendment proposing end of licensing min- 
isters, May 16, page 7 
Salvation Army, May 23, page 10 


A CORRECTION 


Our report of the Cincinnati meeting 
of the joint (U.S.-USA-U.P.) committee 
on Presbyterian reunion (OUTLOOK, Mar. 
21) indicated that the action taken there 
in recommending certain areas of coop- 
eration was unanimous. We now learn 
that we were misinformed about the vote 
in the U. S. committee—that G. T. Gil- 
lespie, representing Mississippi, and T. 
H. Stukes, South Carolina, opposed the 
recommendations and filed their dissent. 
—EpIrTors. 








THE MODERATORS SPEAK 
What the Spirit Says to the Churches 


“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” —Rev- 
elation 2:7. 


ee E WHO has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” So runs the refrain in each of 
the seven letters from John to the seven 
churches of Asia Minor, recorded in the 
Book of Revelation, chapters 2 and 3. 

These seven letters are written as direct 
communications through John from the 
risen, living Christ. In them the Holy 
Spirit is speaking to the churches; in 
them Christ is speaking to the churches. 

Only seven specific churches are named. 
Seven was the representative, the per- 
fect, number; the very structure of the 
Book of Revelation is largely in series 
of seven—seven visions, seven churches, 
seven letters, seven stars, seven trumpets. 
Therefore, what is written here is inter- 
preted as messages to Christ’s churches 
everywhere, and for the universal church, 
then and now.... 

He is saying something essential to our 
church today. But to distinguish his 
voice amid all the human voices of our 
world, takes close, constant listening; 
and to understand what he says we must 
develop the right kind of ears. 

In George Bernard Shaw’s play, Saint 
Joan, there is an impressive scene in 
which, after the coronation of the King 
of France in the Cathedral, Joan of Arc 
is talking to the King and the Arch- 
bishop. She says that the heavenly voices 
are telling her to lead the armies of 
France to new victories and that she is 
sure of success, if the King does not fal- 
ter. But Charles, the King, worldly, un- 
believing, fearful, replies irritably, “O 
your voices, your voices. Why don’t the 
voices come tome? I am King, not you.” 

Then Joan says, “They do come to 
you; but you do not hear them. You 
have not sat in the field in the evening 
listening for them. When the Angelus 
rings you cross yourself and have done 
it; but if you prayed from your heart, 
and listened to the trilling of the bells in 
the air after they stopped ringing, you 
would hear the voices as well as I do.” 

Well, Joan of Arc and her voices are 
strange and unreal to us; but the two 
kinds of people she describes are familiar 
enough to us. 





Voices from the unseen come to both, 
but only one hears. 


This and more is the meaning in our 





DR. LLOYD, retiring Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian, USA, General Assembly, and presi- 
dent of Maryville College (Tenn.) delivered 
this sermon at the opening of the 166th As- 
sembly in Los Angeles. 
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By RALPH WALDO LLOYD 


Lord’s question, “Having ears do you 
not hear?” It is a reason for the repeated 
exhortation to the churches, ““He who has 
an ear let him hear.” What could be 
more important for our church or for 
this 167th General Assembly than to 
“hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” ? 


Unless We Hear 

Several years ago a leading secular 
magazine in this country published a 
widely discussed article about the church. 
It was one of the earlier indications of 
the new general interest in the church 
which has marked the past decade. The 
correctness of some of its statements was 
questioned by church leaders; but there 
was one statement whose accuracy few 
informed people will question. It is 
this: ‘Unless the church makes us hear 
a voice not our own voice, we shall all 
perish.” 

Men must hear, and it is the church 
alone which can make them hear. That 
lays a sobering responsibility upon the 
church, upon our church. To cause people, 
even a few people to hear the voice of 
God has been exceedingly hard in every 
generation. Only a limited number, even 
in the church, have been willing to pay 
the price of real listening, for the voice of 
the Spirit is a loud voice and always there 
have been loud conflicting human voices. 

* * * 

Can the church cause men to hear a 
voice not their own when men are so 
fascinated by their own? If it does, there 
are at least two basic requirements: for 
one thing, the church must speak through 
these marvelous new media. That’s why 
the Presbyterian Church in the USA 
and others likewise must make the use 
of them increasingly a major service. 

I said there are two requirements if we 
are to make men hear his voice. The 
first is to use every means at hand. The 
other is to hear the voice ourselves. 


“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” 


One thing which I am convinced he is 
saying to the churches is Judgment. 

In five of the seven letters in the Book 
of Revelation is the statement, “I know 
your works,” and lists of attitudes and 
deeds, both good and evil, with judg- 
ments concerning them. 

A writer on contemporary church life 
has criticized the Evanston Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches for over- 


emphasis on apparent and expected prog- 
ress and under-emphasis on judgment. 
His analysis seems to some to be too 
pessimistic, but he was right in his in- 
sistence that the church must live and 
work ever conscious of the judgment of 
God. 

Most of us, I fear, think habitually of 
judgment as negative only, but that is 
not the case. When it approves it is as 
truly judgment as when it disapproves. 
In our Lord’s majestic picture of the last 
judgment there was a multitude on his 
right hand as well as on his left hand. 
Our church has made recent advances 
which we may with boldness present be- 
fore God for his blessing. 


In 1954 there were added to the mem- 
bership of our church on profession of 
faith 138,461 persons, which is 12,272 
more than in the preceding year; there 
were added by letter 108,545 and 15,581 
were restored. The net gain in members 
was 77,225, the largest for any single 
year in our history. It brings our com- 
municant membership at the end of 1954 
to 2,658,903. 

If to these is added the estimated num- 
ber of baptized children of the church, 
the total of baptized persons is near three 
and a half million. And if we apply the 
formula commonly used to determine the 
total number of adherents, our whole 
strength is approximately six and one- 
half million. During the past five years 
the total number of new persons who be- 
came communicant members of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA was 1,154,- 
269. It took an average of ten old mem- 
bers to win one new member each year; 
yet a million recruits comprise a great 
army of men, women, and youth; and 
their confession and affiliation testify to 
the increasing evangelistic spirit and pro- 
gram of our church. It must be that for 
all these who were sincere and who are 
faithful the judgment of Christ is a fa- 
vorable one. 

The number of persons who received 
the sacrament of baptism in our churches 
has a significance which we, who do not 
count baptism essential to salvation, tend 
to forget. But it is one of the only two 
acts which our church performs as holy 
sacraments; it is “the sign and seal” of 
entrance into the new life in Christ and 
of union with him. Last year 92,989 
infants and 37,656 adults, a total of 
130,645 persons, were baptized in our 
churches; and during the past five years 
the total number baptized is 589,608. 

Likewise, we are grateful that our 
people gave in 1954 to the enterprises of 
the church more than ever in our history. 
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In congregations, in presbyteries and syn- 
ods, in the Boards and agencies, in the 
National Councils of Women’s Organi- 
zations and Presbyterian Men, there has 
seemed to me to run a rising tide of mis- 
sion and stewardship. 


May the judgment of God on these 
advances be merciful and favorable. 
And may his judgment on our sins of 
commission and omission be merciful 
and corrective. 


I have said that our church is growing 
steadily in numbers. It is one of the 
half-dozen largest churches of the nation. 
Among all the Presbyterian and Reform- 
ed Church bodies of the world ours is now 
reported as the largest. 


Some Deeper Tests 

But after calling attention, with grati- 
tude, to these developments which God in 
his providence has permitted, it is im- 
perative that we test our perspective. It 
is by the standards of Christ, not by the 
prevailing standards of society, that the 
church is to be measured and judged. 
The criteria most commonly used in our 
society to measure success and progress 
of individuals, business firms, schools, 
even churches, relate to finances, num- 
bers, and prominence. 





LLOYD—Every congregation, a true 
Christian pioneer. 


But the measurements of Christ are 
those of quality rather than quantity, of 
character and service and spirituality. 
It will be a great tragedy if we allow 
ourselves to be deceived into measuring 
our church’s real standing in the sight of 
God merely by her growth, apparent pros- 
perity, and position among churches. 
Some determinative questions are these: 
Is the national resurgence of theistic be- 
lief due to insight and faith? Or is it in 
any degree a reaction against an an- 
tagonistic world-wide political movement 
that professes to be atheistic? The growth 
of our church and that of other American 
churches in the past twenty-five years is 
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twice as fast as the growth of the national 
population. Is this due really to the 
commitment of more people to Christ? 
Or do we make church membership too 
easy and superficial? Is our larger giv- 
ing due to a more consecrated steward- 
ship? Or is it but part of a general spiral 
of inflation? When we think of our 
church as the largest and strongest in 
the whole Presbyterian and Reformed 
family, are we moved to pride which is 
sin? Or do we resolve to take respon- 
sibility commensurate with our strength? 
“Everyone to whom much is given, of 
him will much be required.” 

We are living under the judgment of 
God. Let us pray that when tried in 
these balances, our church and we, its 
people, will not be found entirely want- 
ing. 

“He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.” 


i. 

The second word is Opportunity. “Be- 
hold I have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut.” So says 
Christ to the churches. 

It is a picturesque and appealing state- 
ment. It was addressed first to a very 
small church, but one which had done 
well. The words become the more strik- 
ing when we remember that they were 
written down by John while interned be- 
cause of his religion on the prison island 
of Patmos off the coasts of Asia Minor. 

. oe 

This is a verse which ordinarily we 
hold up before individuals and properly 
so. But it was written directly to churches. 
It is for us now to know that God has 
set before the Christian Church, before 
the Presbyterian Church, before every 
local church, some open doors which no 
one is able to shut. 

There are open doors of faith and com- 
munion with God and prayer and good- 
will and evangelism, and many another. 
The amazing fact about them is that no 
ene is able to shut them if the church 
wants to keep them open. The church 
can close them, we in the church can let 
them close, but no one else can close 
them. That is great encouragement and 
great responsibility. 

It can be meaningful that in effect the 
writer was saying to that ancient little 
church in Asia: “You have used your 
opportunity on the frontier to carry the 
gospel to the highlands beyond; you pos- 
sess the pioneer spirit.” 

That door is open before us. No one 
can keep from our church the spirit of 
the pioneer. In the past, its greatest 
hours have been those in which it was 
willing to undergo the hardships and take 
the risks of new tasks in new places with 
new people. 

For the sake of our world and for our 
own sake, it is desperately important that 
we make our church a true pioneer also 
in the 20th century. All across the Amer- 


ican continent on the rustic frontiers of 
the 19th century, highways, airports, 
and modern cities have been built in the 
20th century. And from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific there are now great churches 
and impressive church edifices. As a 
whole church, we have completed its year 
of largest growth, largest giving, and 
largest construction. Million-dollar build- 
ing programs are many and necessary. 
We do these things to advance the King- 
dom of Christ. But they create an age- 
old temptation, the temptation to settle 
down at ease in Zion and there think 
too chiefly of ourselves. 

Doors are open to the pioneer. The 
frontiers have not disappeared; they have 
but changed. And not all have wholly 
changed. Within the month I have come 
from Alaska where I had the privilege 
of sitting in meetings of our two presby- 
teries there, the presbyteries of Alaska 
and Yukon, and visiting our churches 
and institutions from Metlakahtla in the 
far south to Barrow in the far north. In 
that vast territory there are not only 
30,000 of the native people who have been 
there for centuries, but increasing num- 
bers of new people, now 200,000 of them, 
at work on great developments. Our 
church has been a pioneer in Alaska for 
three-quarters of a century and is highly 
respected as such. 


It is a special responsibility and op- 
portunity now; but it still must go 
there with the spirit of the pioneer. 


We must keep and increase our pio- 
neering spirit around the world. Still 
over half of mankind have never heard 
the gospel of Christ presented clearly. 
While the church is substantially in all 
lands, too few people of these lands are 
yet touched directly by the ministry of 
the church. ... 


Pioneers in Brotherhood 


And in areas not geographical, doors 
are open to those who are willing to enter. 
There is the whole area of brotherhood. 
Our official pronouncements calling for 
a non-segregated society and a non-seg- 
regated church are strong and right. But 
our practice is weaker than our pro- 
nouncements. It is time for every con- 
gregation to become a true Christian 
pioneer. ‘There should be no church 
whose doors and hearts are closed to any 
sincere seeker after Christ. This should 
come to be true in the South as well as 
in the North, and in the West as well as 
the East. 

There is new opportunity for our 
church to be a pioneer in higher educa- 
tion. It was an early pioneer there. The 
record shows that during the first half- 
century after the colonies became the 
United States, there were no fewer than 
40 permanent colleges established in this 
country. Three-fourths were due to con- 
cern in the churches, and half were es- 
tablished by Presbyterians. Until the 








turn of the century this building con- 
tinued, and two-thirds of all college stu- 
dents were in church colleges. But in 
the first half of the 20th century, Protes- 
tant colleges have increased little, while 
Roman Catholic colleges have multiplied 
several times and tax-supported ones 
many times. Some of our Presbyterian- 
related colleges lost interest in the church 
and became independent, partly because, 
as one historian put it, “The history of 
the modern western mind may be said 
to be the history of the gradual seculari- 
zation of man.” But that is not the only 
reason. Another is that the church seem- 
ed to have lost interest in its colleges. 
More recently there has arisen a new 
sense of the importance of all Christian 
education, including higher education. 
We have pioneered with a great new 
church school curriculum. Now in its own 
colleges and on the campuses of great 
universities, our church is called to be- 
come again a pioneer in Christian higher 
education in this country and in every 
land into which its ministry reaches. 


Ordination of Women 

Two of the notable developments in the 
life and work of our church in recent 
years are those, first, of the National 
Council of Women’s Organizations and, 
later, the National Council of Presby- 
terian Men. The fellowship and service 
of these councils, touching a million 
women and men, have great possibilities 
as they pioneer new kinds of service. 

As one thinks of the tremendous part 
which women play in the spiritual life 
and in the ministry of our church around 
the world, he cannot but hope that the 
church will possess enough of under- 
standing and of the spirit of the pioneer 
to open all of the possibilities of service 
to women. A quarter of a century ago 
the eldership was opened to them and 
more than 3,000 women are serving in 
that distinctive Presbyterian office. The 
life of the church will be enriched fur- 
ther by opening of the office of minister 
also to women. The number of women 
who may wish to enter the ministry and 
the number of churches which may desire 
to call women as ministers are unknown. 
But that is not the point. 


The point is that in a church which 
seeks to eliminate all artificial discrim- 
ination it is not consistent to forbid 
women to serve wherever the Spirit of 
God may seem to call them. 


Through the open doors set before us 
there is the call of the inner city for a 
fuller ministry, the call of rural areas, 
the call of the vast areas of new homes, 
like those I see here in California, the 
call of the small churches, for whose 
ministry we Presbyterians have not yet 
developed an adequate sense of mission. 

Yes, in its best hours of the past ours 
has been a pioneering church. We may 
expect that in its best hours of the future 
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it will be so. Christ has set doors open 
before it. ‘‘He who has an ear to hear, 
Jet him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” 


The third word which I am sure the 
Spirit speaks to the churches is Unity. 
From the beginning, the unity of Chris- 
tians has been a persistent problem, partly 
because human nature is a_ persistent 
problem. A college president friend tells 
of a student taking an examination in 
mathematics. One question was, “What 
is the purpose of studying mathematics ?” 
He replied, “The purpose of studying 
mathematics is to learn to solve problems 
which you would not have to solve if you 
were not studying mathematics.”” Well, 
the unity of the churches has never been 
that kind of problem. It has been and 
is very real. 

Paul, even in his earliest letters, pre- 
scribes for healing divisions in the very 
churches he had founded. He has some 
noble words about the basis of unity in 
his letter to the church at Ephesus: “One 
hope . . . one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism, one God and Father of us all.” 

For more than three centuries after the 
days of the Reformers, the trend among 
churches was one of division. Some of 
the causes were good, but some were un- 
fortunate. It is only during the past cen- 
tury and particularly the past half-cen- 
tury that the churches have been coming 
together. It is in this period that the 
great cooperative movements have de- 
veloped. Today there is deep concern 
in many quarters about what one of our 
prayers calls “our unhappy divisions.” 

Of course it is exceedingly important 
that there be unity within the life of each 
congregation. It is equally important 
that there be unity within the life of a 
whole communion. We thank God that 
today in spirit, purpose, and program the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America is a united church. 

There is also the vital matter of unity 
among the various communions. This is 
achieved most definitely in two ways, 
organic union and cooperative organiza- 
tion and activity. We hoped it could be 
announced to this 167th General Assem- 
bly that our church and two other great 
churches of the Presbyterian family had 
voted to unite into one church. But, as 
you know, this announcement must be 
postponed. Our three General Assem- 
blies a year ago approved the Plan of 
Union. The presbyteries of our own 
church have voted their approval during 
the past year almost unanimously. Up to 
this time only one of our presbyteries has 
voted against the union. In the United 
Presbyterian Church the vote in the pres- 
byteries is about two to one in favor of 
the union and the record will show that 
they have approved it. However, the pres- 
byteries of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States have not approved it, 


and therefore the three-way union must 
be postponed for a time. 


How long that time may be we can- 
not tell, but we know it will be a few 
vears and hope it will not be too many. 


Final results in the U.S. Church show 
that 42 presbyteries have voted affirma- 
tively, 43 have voted negatively, and one 
had a tie vote. There was for a number 
of years a vigorous opposition by an or- 
ganized group within the U.S. Church 
predominately composed of elders and 
laymen. Political and social develop- 
ments of the last year, especially con- 
nected with the Supreme Court’s decision 
on segregation and the consequent agita- 
tion which arose in various Southern 
states, created an emotional context that 
was not favorable to a clear-cut vote on 
the issues of union. These issues became 
confused and wise observers feel that the 
sentiment for union in the U.S. Church is 
in reality much stronger than the vote 
indicates. One of the tests of our own 
spirit of unity and goodwill lies in our 
ability to continue efforts toward a united 
Presbyterian family and our willingness 
for friendship and cooperation wherever 
opportunity can be found. 


In Cooperation 

Our church has always been a coop- 
erating church. It has participated in 
all the principal church cooperative en- 
terprises for which it has been eligible. 
It or its appropriate board was a charter 
member of the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance in 1875, of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America in 1893, 
of the Home Missions Council of North 
America, of the International Council of 
Religious Education, of the International 
Missionary Council whose beginnings 
were at Edinburgh in 1910, of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches in 1908, of 
the World Council of Churches in 1948, 
and of the National Council of Churches 
in 1950. 

There is evident a deep conviction 
throughout our church that without com- 
promising our distinctive foundation and 
witness we nevertheless wish to parti- 
cipate with other Christian churches in 
a united witness and effort both in this 
nation and around the world. 

A new word has come into the vocabu- 
lary of the churches and in our church 
we are using it more and more and our 
people are understanding it better and 
better. It is the word “ecumenical.” It 
is a good word, coming out of the Greek 
language with a basic meaning of a 
household. It refers to the church in the 
whole inhabited earth and it refers to it 
in two ways. First, there is the extend- 
ing of the church throughout the earth 
and this involves the great missionary 
enterprise. And then there is the unifying 
of the churches and the church through- 
out the world. The history, the basic con- 
cepts, the spirit, and the relationships of 
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our church qualify it to render a truly 
ecumenical mission. 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” He 
says Unity. 


IV. 

‘He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches”—Judg- 
ment, Opportunity, Unity. Doubtless he 
is saying many other things also but I 
shall name only one of them. It is Dedi- 
cation. 


We remember how he said to one of 
the churches, “You are neither cold nor 
hot... you are lukewarm. ... Be 
zealous and repent.” 

There is a familiar saying which I 
heard as a young man and have never 
forgotten: “It does not take much of a 
man to be a Christian, but it takes all 
there is of him.” So it does. None of 
us can be perfect, but each one can be 
dedicated to Jesus Christ and his service. 
Our church cannot be perfect, but it can 
be wholly dedicated. 


A Dedicated Man 

Before going to my present service as 
president of Maryville College, I was a 
pastor in Pittsburgh Presbytery. A few 
of us in our part of the city occasionally 
did what ministers in many communities 
do on Monday; we met for fellowship 
and conversation at lunch. One day one 
of the pastors told us of a moving ex- 
perience. Said he, “Yesterday morning 
early I was called to a hospital to see a 


young engineer of one of the great in- 
dustrial corporations and a member of 
my church. He had to his credit some 
valuable inventions. He was seriously ill 
with pneumonia, and the physicians were 
fearful for his life. I found him clear 
of mind, and he talked frankly about his 
illness. ‘I am told,’ he said, ‘that I may 
not get well. I am not afraid to die but 
I want to live and I need to live. I have 
work yet to do. I am working now on 
an instrument which will detect certain 
features about the human heart, and if 
I can complete it I think it will save many 
a life. I don’t care about the money or 
the reputation. ‘You know,’ he said, ‘I 
am a dedicated man.’ 

“T have not been able to forget these 
words,” our friend said. ‘The day wore 
on; the evening shadows fell, the dark- 
ness came, and his spirit slipped away. 
Our prayers were not answered; his wife 
and little girls were left behind: his in- 
vention is incomplete; but I can still 
hear him saying, ‘You know, I am a ded- 
icated man.’ ” 

And after these vears I too can hear 
his words. I told of this some months 
ago at the dedication of a new sanctuary. 
Afterwards a lady came to me and said, 
“T was startled by your story about the 
man in Pittsburgh. I was his nurse. I 
too have remembered his words, ‘I am 
a dedicated man.’ ” 

Are we dedicated men and women? 
Is ours truly a dedicated church? ‘He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.” 


Claude Williams Appeal 


A judicial appeal before the Los An- 
geles Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, involves the case of Claude 
Williams of Helena, Ala., director of the 
People’s Institute of Applied Religion, 
who was unfrocked as a minister last 
vear by Detroit Presbytery (OUTLOOK, 
May 16, p. 2). 

Although Communist sympathies were 
charged, this issue was dismissed on tech- 
nical grounds. On two other charges 
Mr. Williams was found guilty and on 
that basis was deposed. The result of 
appeal to the Assembly’s permanent ju- 
dicial commission will come before the 
Assembly to be sustained or denied. 

The specific charges and the action of 
the commission of Detroit Presbytery are 
as follows: 

Charge No. 1: “The accused holds 
doctrinal views which are contrary to the 
holy scriptures and to the creed confessed 
in this church.” 

This charge was supported by eleven 
specifications and the accused was found 
guilty on every specification and on the 
whole charge with a censure of deposition 
imposed by the commission. 

Charge No. 2: “The accused is charged 
with a studied and determined effort to 
subvert and corrupt the Christian faith 
of this church, by preaching and promul- 
gating the heretical doctrine which he 
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preaches and by falsely representing the 
Protestant Christian movement.” 

This charge has five specifications sup- 
porting it. The commission found Mr. 
Williams guilty on all five specifications 
and on the charge as a whole and imposed 
the censure of deposition. 

Charge No. 3: “The accused has fol- 
lowed the communist party line rather 
than the discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church.” 

The following resolution was made and 
supported: “The Judicial Commission is 
well aware that Communism is a dire 
threat to the church, however, the com- 
mission is in doubt as to whether the 
word “Communism” as used in this charge 
refers to a political party or a philosophy 
of life. If following the Communist Party 
Line is inconsistent with the Presbyterian 
Church of the U.S.A. the law of the church 
does not now so state. Since Communism 
or the “Communist Party Line” remains 
undefined by Presbyterian law, Charge 3 
is therefore dismissed for the reason that 
the specifications, though true, are not 
sufficient to establish proof of this charge 
as worded.” 

Charge No. 4: “The accused has ab- 
sented himself from the sessions of the 
Presbytery for a period of upwards of three 
years and has labored outside the bounds 
of the Presbytery without permission by 
the 163rd General Assembly.” 

This charge has two specifications and 
Mr. Williams was found guilty on both 
and given the censure of admonition on 
this charge. 


OVERTURES (U.S.) 


In addition to earlier overtures from 
the presbyteries reported here (Apr. 
25), the following are among the more 
interesting which will be presented to 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly in 
Richmond: 

Moderator — Harmony Presbytery 
(S.C.) wants the General Assembly to 
request its Moderator “not to use that 
office . . . to promote any controversial 
issue within the church; that (he) be 
requested not to tour the church, or make 
speaking engagements either at his own 
expense or that of the church, to promote 
or discuss controversial questions within 
the church.” 

Lay Workers — Orange Presbytery 
(N. C.) calls for an ad interim committee 
to study “the whole matter of the pro- 
fessional education of lay leaders in 
Christian education.”’ It is specified that 
the following should be represented on 
the committee: seminaries, Assembly’s 
Training School, Board of Christian Ed- 
ucation, DCEs, church-related colleges 
offering Christian education on the B. A. 
level, regional directors, and the church- 
at-large. 

Pensions — Mecklenburg Presbytery 
(N.C.) revives a frequent request that 
ministers’ annuity benefits be paid to 
claimants regardless of other work they 
may have upon retirement. 

Union—Additional presbyteries (Har- 
mony, Albemarle, St. Johns, E. Ala.) 
ask for dissolution of the Assembly’s 
committee on cooperation and union or 
declaration of a moratorium on discus- 
sion of the subject. 

Presbytery Commission — Louisiana 
Presbytery asks amendment to the Book 
of Church Order by which a Commission 
on the Minister and His Work would 
assume jurisdiction over the session of a 
church only when specifically ordered to 
do so by presbytery or at the request of 
both parties (minister and session) con- 
cerned. 

Women Speaking—Suwannee Presby- 
tery (Fla.) asks the Assembly to issue 
an in thesi deliverance (i.e., an opinion) 
on the question of women speaking in 
church courts, “to the end that discus- 
sion on such subject be brought to an 
end.” This refers to annual objections, 
involving judicial appeals, when women 
present the report of their work in the 
Synod of Florida. 

Segregation—In line with the earlier 
overture of the Synod of Mississippi, the 
Presbytery of Central Mississippi also 
asks that the 1954 action condemning 
segregation be rescinded and that the 
Assembly redefine the functions of the 
Council on Christian Relations “to the 
end that deliverances shall not be made 
by this agency which reflect upon the 
Christian fidelity of those within the 
church who may differ from them in mat- 
ters of conscience.” 
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EDITORIAL 


The “Loyalty” Question 


Three General Assembly agencies are 
asking the U. S. Assembly meeting in 
Richmond to take an action that would be 
designed to discourage the support by 
pastors and congregations of “outside” 
institutions or causes that are basically 
at odds with the church of which they are 
members. 

The step is being requested by the Gen- 
eral Council, the Board of World Mis- 
sions and the Committee on the Minister 
and His Work. The issue arose last year 
in a conference of stewardship chairmen 
who were impressed by the necessity of a 
clear declaration. 

It is urged that presbyteries require of 
pastors entering a presbytery that they 
pledge themselves to sign a statement to 
the effect that: 

“They would support the benevolence 
causes of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and that they will seek by all proper 
means to lead the churches of which they 
are the pastors to throw the full weight 
of their benevolence giving behind the 
benevolence causes of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. 8S.” 


This, it is pointed out, merely inter- 
prets vows already required. 

The fact that three major agencies of 
the church look upon this as important 
indicates that there are present violations 
which will assure opposition to the pro- 
posed step. It will likely be charged that 
this measure seeks to straight-jacket in- 
dividuals or churches or to violate their 
conscience. Such charges should be ex- 
amined with care. 

There is surely no intention here of 
interfering with good causes which indi- 
viduals and churches support. It would 
be impossible to prohibit such gifts. The 
purpose, quite obviously, is to discourage: 
(1) gifts by our churches to institutions 





or causes that are basically opposed to the 
program of the U. S. church, and (2) 
diversion of a congregation’s giving from 
the primary benevolence objectives ap- 
proved by Assembly, synod and presby- 
tery. 

Is this a proposed straight-jacket? No 
more, it would seem, than the vows which 
ire taken by ministers and members when 
they join the church, pledging themselves 
to support and contribute to the program 
of the church. If a person feels that his 
conscience is viclated by such a step as 
is proposed, he will continue to feel that 
he is compromised so long as he belongs 
to a church that supports and carries on 
such a program, whether he gives his 
money to its work or not. 

To be sure, there are programs and 
activities that individuals feel they can- 
not support wholeheartedly or at all. In 
any democratic organization, the will of 
the majority prevails, with the probabili- 
ty that the ideals of all individuals will 
never be completely achieved. But this 
should not call for the formation of a 
new church or the creation of a new 
agency to carry on a benevolence program 
which the individual can endorse 100%. 

It would appear that the proposed 
measure is aimed at the diversion of 
congregational support from the program 
of the church of which it is a part. It 
simply means that if we call ourselves 
Presbyterians, we ought to be Presby- 
terians—in loyalty, in giving, as well as 
in name. 


R. W. L., Retiring Moderator 


In bringing to a close his year as Mod- 
erator of the USA Assembly, Dr. Lloyd 
has earned the grateful thanks of Presby- 
terians and many others far and near. 
His sermon which appears in this issue 
is an eloquent summary of the kind of 
witness he has borne during the year and 
for long before. 

The choice of a Moderator of the De- 
troit Assembly afforded a good illustra- 
tion of the recognition that may well 
come to a man who has served his whole 
church in a wide variety of ways for a 
long time and always with courage and 
distinction. 

In addition to personal qualities 
which have made him a friend to young 
and older through the years, he has con- 
tinued to bear great responsibility in cru- 
cial situations, thereby winning the ad- 
miration and respect of the church-at- 
large. 

His notable guidance of the Permanent 
Commission on Interchurch Relations is 
well known. Of the original USA group 
in conference on Presbyterian reunion, 
only Dr. Lloyd remains. His work as 
chairman of the USA commission and of 
the joint committee has been of great dis- 
tinction. 

Moreover, Ralph Lloyd is the Ameri- 
can spearhead of the Presbyterian World 


Alliance. As secretary of this Presbyterian 
family group, he carries a heavy load 
both in relation to the North American 
Presbyterian and Reformed bodies and 
also in relation to the world alliance. 

This man is also president of a Pres- 
byterian college—a good college—and his 
faithful administration at Maryville has 
strengthened the cause of all church-re- 
lated colleges. 

In his year of travel over the church, 
far and near, early and late, he has held 
high the true goals to be sought by faith- 
ful Christians and he has sounded a chal- 
lenge, as he has done in his Los Angeles 
sermon (see page 5), to some of the basic 
concerns. He has not been diplomatic at 
the cost of honesty; he has spoken the 
word that needed to be spoken. He has 
not been intimidated or on the defensive. 
Instead, he has proclaimed the truth and 
called men and women of like dedication 
to rally to it. 

For what he has done and for what he 
will continue to do, we may thank God 
and take courage. 








| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Ecumenicity in D.C. The 140 new 
members (74 on confession) received into 
Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church at Eas- 
ter time included one or more from Cali- 
fornia, Virginia, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Massachusetts, Maryland, New 
York, Florida, Michigan, Illinois, Ohio, 
Indiana, West Virginia, Iowa, Texas, 
Scotland, England, Philippine Islands, 
Hawaii and China. 








Race Relations. This paper has a 
wide circulation in the South where the 
race problem is less easy to deal with 
than in the North. In the District of 
Columbia, which is half-North and half- 
South, conditions are rapidly changing. 
Segregation is being ended in the public 
schools. A Negro has just been appointed 
by the President to membership on the 
Public Utility Commission. Negroes are 
now welcome in many stores where they 
were formerly barred. The color line is 
still drawn in many churches. The Ne- 
gro population is approximately 40 per 
cent and it will approach 50 per cent as 
the white population continues its exodus 
to Maryland and Virginia suburbs. 


Liquor Damage. From my experi- 
ence of twelve years on a Board of Pa- 
role, during which I studied several thou- 
sand liquor cases, I can say positively 
that liquor makes an enormous contribu- 
tion to crime. In addition it causes break- 
up of families, cruel treatment of wives 
and children, juvenile delinquency, heart- 
aches and suicides, illegitimate births, 
rape, loss of jobs, poverty, distress, 
broken health and untold misery. Let 
those who wish to defend liquor do so; 
I cannot honestly defend it. 
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IN A TIME WITHOUT HOPE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“The Lord is my heritage, I said ; there- 
fore will I hope in him.”—Lam. 3:24, 
American Translation. 


HREE times are noted in the New 

Testament when hope was given up 
by good men. We have their own word 
for it in each case. It is well for us to 
know this; otherwise we might suppose 
that to give up hope is to give up reli- 
gion. If a man without faith cannot even 
please God, if a loveless Christian is no 
Christian, must we not also say that men 
without hope are Christians no longer? 
We cannot quite say this, for we could 
not say it of certain men who by their 
own story abandoned hope for a time and 
lived in utter darkness. 

One of these occasions is recorded in 
Luke 24. Cleopas and his friends had 
hoped, they said, that Jesus the Nazarene 
prophet, “mighty in deed and word,” was 
the one who would redeem Israel. They 
put that word “hoped” in the past tense. 
It was all over. Calvary had put an end 
to it. Their hope had died on Calvary; 
and the empty tomb was no comfort. 
Body and soul, Jesus had ceased to be. 
They had hoped he would be their 
people’s Redeemer; but how can you 
bring redemption with a cross and an 
empty tomb? So their hope had died 
within them. 

Another occasion was of a different 
sort. It was on a freighter riding out— 
very badly—a storm on the Mediter- 
ranean (Acts 27). One of the passen- 
gers, a friend of a prisoner being taken 
under heavy guard to Rome for trial, 
later wrote: “For a number of days 
neither the sun nor the stars were visible, 
and the storm continued to rage, until at 
last we gave up all hope of being saved.” 
There were pagans enough on the boat; 
but Luke was a Christian and so was 
Aristarchus, and certainly Paul. Luke 
makes no exception to his “we.” Paul 
at last told of ari angel who came to him 
in the night; but there were long nights 
before the angel came, when Paul like 
the others shivered under the wet fingers 
of the groping hungry sea. 

A third occasion we know only in gen- 
eral. It was somewhere in the Roman 
province of Asia, and very likely in the 
city of Ephesus though we are not sure 
of that. We do not know what hap- 
pened; but we have Paul’s own words 
about it. “I do not want you to misun- 
derstand the distress that I experienced 
in Asia, for I was so utterly and unendur- 
ably crushed, that I actually despaired of 
life itself. Why, I felt in my heart that 
the end must be death.” (II Cor. 1:8,9, 
Goodspeed.) What was this? Sickness 
—torture—danger at the hands of the 
assassins who were never very far behind 
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on Paul’s trail? Whatever it may have 
been, it brought despair. The only door 
to be seen ahead was the door of death. 

Fear of death is stark enough; but 
something more was added to this, both 
in the storm at sea and in the other mys- 
terious distress. Paul knew himself as 
a pioneer and founder of the final reli- 
gion. He had insights no other man had; 
he could write as none of his contem- 
poraries could, though some of them tried. 
It is bad to have one’s life cut off; it is 
worse to be cut off with one’s work un- 
done. One might leave behind a Tim- 
othy to evangelize Ephesus as best he 
could; but Timothy did not have it in 
him to write an Epistle to the Ephesians. 
So Paul’s despair was deeper than that 
of an ordinary man perishing alone. He 
was a genius, a prophet; into the silence 
with him would go many a word of life 
unspoken. 


HESE three stories are not told at 

random, as dark foils for brighter 
pages. For each of them tells also of 
how hope came again. In the first case, 
it was Jesus himself who came to the 
rescue. First, before they know who he 
was, he brought them the heart-warming 
experience of a deeper understanding of 
God’s Word. As the men recalled it, he 
“opened” the Scriptures. Considering 
the turn that Christian teaching took, 
it is not too bold a guess to suppose that 
he showed them that a cross and an 
empty tomb, far from being the end of 
hope, can be the appointed means and the 
only doorway of hope. 

In the case of the storm, it was the 
renewed and outspoken courage of the 
one prisoner, Paul, that revived the en- 
tire ship’s company. Had he hugged his 
hope to himself, the ship would have 
been lost and his hope proved false. It 
was only because Paul shared his hope 
that the hope came true. 

And in the case of Paul’s lone and un- 
shared despair (is this less or more bitter 
than the despair of a multitude?), what 
came to him was a discovery about hope 
itself. For a Christian, hope is not for 


this or that—not exclusively and alto- 
gether, though a Christian may and ought 
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to hope for much that is good. But when 
all hope-for is gone, when the burden 
of despair is unendurable, Paul discov- 
ered, and so may we after him, that the 
Christian’s hope first and last is a hope 
in God. 

Paul came more than once after this 
to the same point in life, where the only 
door to be seen was the door of death; 
but he was no longer in despair over it. 
Ged can raise the dead. He could say 
“To be with Him is far better.” He 
could be more than resigned; he could 
say, ‘““Henceforth there is laid up for me 
qm..." 


S? IT IS always. There is nothing 
in the Christian faith that guaran- 
tees a full assurance that can never be 
lost. Our realistic creed will go no far- 
ther than to say that this assurance ‘‘may 
be” revived in this life. But the com- 
pleteness of final dead despair need never 
be the Christian’s fate. 

So long as in the situation there is one 
soul with a hope that can be contagious; 
so long as new vistas are opened by new 
understanding of the Word of God; so 
long as we can discover that our true 
Hope is God himself, even the barren 
snows of winter may nourish the fra- 
grance of a new spring. 
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WHAT IS THE SALVATION ARMY? 


(USA G.A.—L.A.) 


Relation of Presbyterians 


What should be the relationship of 
Presbyterians to the Salvation Army ¢ 

This question is posed by Overture 5 
submitted last year by the Presbytery of 
Alaska to the USA General Assembly. 
A recommended answer is offered by the 

Commission on Interchurch Relations 
and will be considered by the Los An- 
geles Assembly. 

The Alaskan overture asked that Pres- 
byterians be advised not to serve on Sal- 
vation Army advisory boards, but the 
recommended reply is: 


“When Presbyterians accept positions 
on advisory boards of the Salvation Army, 
they should recognize what the Salvation 
Army is, and accept these responsibilities 
as additional to their primary responsi- 
bility to the church of which they are 
members.” 


Basis of the overture from Alaska was: 


“The Salvation Army is a ‘church with 
an exclusive membership’ which, because 
it does not believe in and administer the 
sacraments, cannot be recognized as an 
evangelical church to which members can 
be dismissed or from which members can 
be received by letters of transfer; that the 
work of the Salvation Army is essentially 
competitive with the work of the Presby- 
terian Church; and that the Salvation 
Army has a single treasury from which 
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are taken funds both for church support 
and social services.” 


Representatives of the permanent com- 
mission (on Interchurch Relations) con- 
ferred with Salvation Army officials and 
studied its printed materials, reporting: 


“1. The Salvation Army is primarily 
a religious organization. It considers it- 
self a church with an exclusive member- 
ship. It has a definite doctrinal formu- 
lation which candidates for membership 
are, in all cases, required to accept. Its 
doctrinal position, is, broadly, evangelical, 
although it does not accept the sacraments 
of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. It car- 
ries on an active evangelistic program as 
an essential feature of its work. 

“2. The Salvation Army also maintains 
an extensive program of social services 
and charitable activities in which it is 
its practice to solicit the cooperation of 
persons in the community served outside 
its own membership, irrespective of their 
religious affiliations. From its own point 
of view, such activities are undertaken 
from religious motives and for religious 
ends. On the other hand, they are gen- 
erally distinguishable from activities de- 
signed to recruit members for the Sal- 
vation Army. 

“3. The Salvation Army encourages and 
invites persons who are active members 
of other churches to serve as members of 
advisory boards. The manual for such 
groups makes clear that their function 
is purely advisory and states that they 
are composed of ‘representative men and 
women who are interested in the spirit- 
ual, moral and physical well-being of 
their fellow-citizens and who, having con- 
fidence in the Salvation Army as an or- 
ganization and believing in its program 
of religious and social service activities 
tend to the betterment of the community, 
are joined together to assist the Salva- 
tion Army in rendering desirable and ac- 
ceptable service.’ It is understood that 
the fund-raising activities of such ad- 
visory boards are directed toward the 
support of the philanthropic and social 
service activities of the Salvation Army, 
its more strictly ‘church’ activities being 
supported by gifts of members. 
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“4, When members of Presbyterian 
churches are invited to serve on advisory 
boards of the Salvation Army, it should 
be with the clear, mutual understanding 
that the program which they are thus 
supporting is not intended to and, in fact, 
does not compete injuriously with the pro- 
gram of work of the Presbyterian Church, 
and is not inconsistent with their pri- 
mary responsibility to their own church; 
and that the funds which they may con- 
tribute or assist in raising are to be used 
for the social service program and related 
activities, aside from the maintenance of 
the religious organization of the Salvation 
Army. 


“5. In all cases where the Presbyterian 
Church and the Salvation Army maintain 
units in the same community, care should 
be exercised by both to avoid injurious 
competition and to cultivate a spirit of 
comity and Christian cooperation.” 

The Los Angeles Assembly, therefore, 
will be asked to call to the attention of 
Presbyterians what the Salvation Army 
is and to remind them of their primary 
obligations to their own church. 


Phifer Will Be 
Acting President 

Wm. E. Phifer, Jr., pastor of Central 
church, Kansas City, Mo., will serve as 
acting president of Park College until a 
new president is appointed and officially 
assumes his duties. 

Dr. Phifer will assume his new duties, 
in addition to his pastoral work, when 
President J. L. Zwingle leaves on June 2 
to become vice-president of Cornell Uni- 
versity. 


FRATERNAL DELEGATES 
U. S. Assembly 


To these Presbyterian Assemblies: 

Scotland & Wales: David L. Stitt, Aus- 
tin, Texas. 

England: Albert J. Kissling, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

USA, Los Angeles: Wade H. Boggs, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

United, Monmouth, Il].: Olof Anderson, 
Louisville, Ky. 

A. R. General Synod: John McSween, 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


USA Assembly 


To these Presbyterian Assemblies: 


U.S., Richmond: C. Ralston Smith, Ok- 
lahoma City. 


U. P.: Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville, 
Tenn. 
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Medical Society Votes 
To Admit Negro Doctors 


The North Carolina Medical Society 
has voted 101-34 to admit qualified Ne- 
gro doctors as scientific fellows. Such 
action would admit Negroes to all scien- 
tific and business sessions with the priv- 
ilege of voting and holding office. 

At the same time the state society cen- 
sured the Mecklenburg (Charlotte area) 
Society for its “‘premature action” in ad- 
mitting Negro doctors to full member- 
ship at the local level. The Mecklenburg 
action was taken last fall when the first 
Negro doctor was admitted to full mem- 
bership. A year ago the state society 
voted to continue its ban on Negroes. 
Following that the Mecklenburg society 
removed the word “white” from its con- 
stitution and by-laws. 

Opponents of the recent step stressed 
the difficulty of finding places where fu- 
ture meetings can be held. The manager 
of the Carolina Hotel at Pinehurst, scene 
of the meeting, was quoted as saying, 
“In our social season, they (Negroes) are 
not allowed in public rooms.” 


Two Elders Are Quoted 
On Segregation Items 


Two Presbyterian, U. S., elders were 
widely quoted recently in discussions of 
racial integration. 

A. Walton Litz, Second church, Little 
Rock, Ark., represented the Arkansas 
Economic Council-State Chamber of 
Commerce at the annual statewide con- 
ference of the Arkansas Council on Chil- 
dren and Youth. Mr. Litz said that at 
this particular time the problem of inte- 
gration would not be a difficult one as 
far as young people are concerned. The 
problem, he said, is mainly one with the 
older generation. ‘Teen agers,” he said, 
“would handle integration very, very 
well.” 

Joyce Smith of Marianna, on the panel, 
replied: “It’s not up to teenagers,” and 
Flo Jean Perry of Hot Springs, said, 
“We can’t solve it without you [adults]. 
You created it.” 

The Arkansas Senate has killed a bill 
designed to preserve segregation in the 
public schools. 
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Economic Factor 


The other Presbyterian elder who has 
been quoted on the subject is Verbon E. 
Kemp, executive director of the Virginia 
State Chamber of Commerce and an elder 
in the First church of Richmond. 


Mr. Kemp expressed no opinion about 
the right or wrong of the issue or even 
its practical problems but he declared 
that the end of segregation, in the long 
run, will “react to the economic better- 
ment of the South.” 


It will mean economic progress, he 
said, because it will eventually put more 


purchasing power in the hands of Ne- 
groes. 
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Equal rights for women, he recalled, 
met widespread opposition, but this step 
has been a big factor in the economic 
development of the nation. 

Mr. Kemp pointed to a quadrupling 
of income in four southern states between 
1924 and 1953: Virginia, Georgia, South 
Carolina and North Carolina. During 
the 30-year period, he said, per capita 
income in these states rose as follows: 
Virginia, $444 to $1,361; Georgia, $320 
to $1,184; South Carolina, $248 to 
$1,095; North Carolina, $309 to $1,097. 

Income is still low, as seen by the na- 
tional per capita income of $1,709, with 
some northern and western states running 
above $2,000. 
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No. | Mental Health Problem 


Menninger Sees it 
As Alcoholism 


New York (rNS)—Dr. Karl Men- 
ninger, noted psychiatrist, said here the 
five million alcoholics in the U.S., con- 
stitute the nation’s largest single mental 
health problem. 

Both the Protestant churches and psy- 
chiatry must be more deeply concerned 
with this problem, he told 50 clergymen 
and laymen at the annual meeting of the 
Department of Pastoral Services of the 
National Council of Churches. He is 
director of the Menninger Clinic, Topeka, 
Kan. 

“Nothing looms as large on the hori- 
zon,” said Dr. Menninger. “Every day 
we see horrifying examples of men and 
women who drink up every penny they 
own and make serious critical errors in 
judgment that affect you and me. It is 
a problem which is taking a tremendous 
mental, social and physical toll.” 

While psychiatrists can help some al- 
coholics, he said, “it is unrealistic for us 
to think that all who need help will get 
analyzed.” He warned against the ten- 
dency to regard psychiatry as a cure-all. 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


Dr. Menninger praised the rahabilita- 
tion program of Alcoholics Anonymous 
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but said it will not be able to reach all 
who need help. 

“The churches and psychiatry must 
carry the responsibility for working out 
the best method of dealing with the 
problem,” he said. 

Mrs. Marty Mann, executive director 
of the National Committee on Alcohol- 
ism, described the AA program as “basi- 
cally a spiritual one which recognizes 
that it takes the power of God to help 
the alcoholic.” 

She reported that when AA was found- 
ed in 1935, alcoholism was generally re- 
warded as a hopeless problem. The 150,- 
(O00 active AA members have helped 
change the lives of an estimated 2,000,- 
000 pecple around the world, she said. 

Mrs. Mann said the movement was the 
“most constructive chain reaction of our 
age,” pointing out that since its start in 
the U.S. it has spread to 53 other coun- 
tries around the world. 

“AA may well turn out to be this na- 
tion’s greatest export,” she observed. 

Misinformation and lack of informa- 
tion about the nature of alcoholism has 
been the alcoholic’s biggest problem, she 
said. The majority of people tend to 
think of it as either a sin or a crime, 
and one of AA’s major jobs is to teach 
the facts about it, Mrs. Mann said. 


Finds Relations Between 
Clergy and Doctors Cool 


SPRINGFIELD, O. (RNS)—Relations be- 
tween clergymen and doctors were de- 
scribed by a University of Chicago chap- 
lain as being “as cool sometimes as that 
between a landlord and a tenant.” 

“The church has built hundreds of 
great hospitals as workshops for the 
medical profession—but for all this ex- 
penditure of money, energy and labor, 
these buildings have not brought the 
church much closer to the doctors,” said 
Granger E. Westberg. 

A pioneer in pastoral counseling work, 
he is chaplain of the University of Chi- 
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cago hospitals, as well as a university 
theologian. He addressed some 250 min- 
isters and students gathered at Hamma 
Divinity School and Wittenberg College 
here for a workshop on pastoral care and 
for the Kessler Lectures he delivered. 

The minister and the doctor should 
work together in the healing of the sick, 
Mr. Westberg said. He observed that 
the church has provided doctors with 
beds, operating tables and equipment 
but has done almost nothing to give them 
a working Christian philosophy of med- 
ical care. 

The doctor, he asserted, might be said 
to be “the least ministered to” in the 
community, for he seems so self-sufficient, 
so much in command of every situation. 

“Doctors have been subtly indoctrin- 
ated by their teachers to keep science free 
from the fetters of religion,” the chap- 
lain said. “They are still sqeamish about 
being too closely related to the church.” 

This medical outlook on the church 
is not without reason, he contended, for 
doctors remember that the church’s in- 
terest in the development of scientific 
medicine has been primarily negative, 
a policing action to make sure that phy- 
sicians did not get out of line. 

“But today there is little hostility to- 
ward medicine on the part of the min- 
ister-—if anything, the clergyman holds 
the doctor in high esteem,” Mr. Westberg 
added. 

“Tt is the church’s task to go out of its 
way to describe to the medical profes- 
sion just why the Christian religion has 
such a real interest in the work they are 
doing in ministering to the body.” 


Horner Is Named 
Louisville Dean 


Norman A. Horner, associate profes- 
sor on the faculty of Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary since 1949, has been 
elected professor of missions and dean of 
the seminary. As dean, he succeeds Lewis 
J. Sherrill who occupied that position 
before joining the faculty of Union Sem- 
inary, New York. 
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FRUITS OF REPENTANCE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for June 5, 1955 
2 Chronicles 33. Print vss. 9-20 


T. How can a man turn moral defeat 
into spiritual victory? Light is thrown 
on this question by the experience of 
Manasseh, son of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah. 

A. In our previous lessons we have 
seen that Hezekiah was the best king 
that Judah ever had. We would na- 
turally assume that Manasseh, his son, 
followed in his footsteps. 

T. Strangely enough that was not the 
case. Hezekiah was the best king that 
Judah ever had, morally and religiously, 
and Manasseh was the worst; unfortu- 
nately he also reigned longer than any 
other king, 55 years to be exact. 


Father and Son 


A. It is strange that the best father 
had the worst son. How do you explain 
it? 

T. The Bible does not tell us, so we 
have to guess. It may be that Hezekiah 
was a good man, with high standards of 
personal morality, but narrow, forbid- 
ding, puritanical in his outlook, and that 
Manasseh reacted against this kind of 
religion. 

A, I’ve seen it happen that way in our 
own day. The boy comes to think that 
religion means doing a lot of things that 
he doesn’t like to do, and not doing a 
lot of things that seem perfectly harmless, 
and when he is old enough he rebels 
against the whole business, and throws 
out the good with the not-so-good. 

T. I have been struck by the fact that 
a good many blatant atheists, men who 
are active enemies of the church, are 
really rebelling against some narrow, dis- 
torted view of Christianity which they 
saw in their parents, or in some teacher 
or minister. 

A. That is a possible explanation of 
Manasseh’s attitude toward the church 
of his day. But Hezekiah does not seem 
to have been the kind of man who would 
have turned his son against religion. Is 
there any other explanation ? 

T. It may be that Hezekiah was just 
too busy to give his boy the right kind 
of companionship. 

A. I don’t believe a father is ever too 
busy to give his boy the attention he 
needs. He may think he is. The truth 
is he is too concerned about doing other 
things which are really less important. 

T. I agree with you. Sometimes a 
father thinks he can leave the training 
of his son to his wife, or maybe a Sunday 
school teacher, but it is a dangerous as- 
sumption. No one can ever take the 
place of the father in the training of his 
own son. 
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A, It may be that Manasseh got in 
with the wrong crowd—at school or out 
of school. 

T. Yes, that is very possible. There 
has been a lot in the papers recently 
about gangs, with their drinking parties 
and their sexual orgies, expecting their 
members to steal, sometimes resorting to 
violence, beating and even killing. Only 
a few gangs go to these extremes. But 
every gang helps to mould the moral 
standards of its members. 

A, Hezekiah ought to have known what 
his son was doing—what kind of a crowd 
he was going with. 

T. It may be, of course, that we are 
being too hard on Hezekiah. After all, 
Manasseh was just twelve years old when 
he began to reign. It may be that Heze- 
kiah did start him out right, and that 
Manasseh got in with the wrong crowd 
after his father’s death. In 2 Chronicles 
33:2 we read that Manasseh “did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, accord- 
ing to the abominable practices of the 
nations whom the Lord drove out before 
the people of Israel.” 

A. It looks like the old crowd which 
Hezekiah had cleaned out, moving back 
in again. What were the abominable 
practices which the writer refers to? 

T. Well, to begin with, Manasseh re- 
built the old pagan shrines. He set up 
the idols and idolatrous symbols of the 
Canaanites, not only in the high places, 
but also in Jerusalem, and even in the 
temple itself. 

A. Dr. Thompson, we know that it is 
wrong to worship idols, but what actual 
difference did it make. God is God, by 
whatever name you call him. 

T. The important thing is not the 
name, but the concept you have of God. 
A man tends inevitably to become like 
what he worships. If his god is cruel 
and immoral, he becomes cruel and im- 
moral. And the gods of the Canaanites 
were supposed to be the gods who sent 
the sun and the rain and made the crops 
to grow. They gave man what he wanted, 
if man went through the proper forms. 
But they made no moral demands on 


NEW APPROACH 


Dr. Thompson this week has 
prepared his discussion in a dif- 
ferent style—following the con- 
versational pattern of his current 
radio broadcasts. The reaction 
of readers will be appreciated. 
The Sunday School of the Air se- 
ries, available for use in any com- 
munity, is now being broadcast 
over more than 120 stations. 





their worshippers. All you needed to do 
was to go up to the high places and per- 
form the proper rites. 

A. Some people seem to think that is 
true of Christianity. 

T. If so, they are badly mistaken. 
Jesus said: “Not every one who says 
to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the king- 
dom of heaven, but he who does the will 
of my Father who is in heaven” (Mt. 
7:21). But the old Canannitish religions 
were not only non-moral, but actually 
immoral. Religious prostitution was one 
of their salient features. In addition 
they were cruel. If there was a pro- 
longed drought the people felt compelled 
to sacrifice their children to propitiate 
the gods. In 2 Chron. 33:6 we read that 
Manasseh burned his own sons in the val- 
ley of the son of Hinnom. 

A. He had certainly sunk pretty low. 
What other abominable practices did he 
follow? 

T. Well, in this same verse we read 
that Manasseh “practiced soothsaying 
and augury and sorcery, and dealt with 
mediums and with wizards.” 

A. They sound something like our 
fortune tellers, astrologers, and mediums. 

T. They probably were. They fore- 
told the future, and claimed to get in 
touch with the dead; but they led the 
people away from the true God who had 
revealed his will through the great 
prophets of Israel. 

A, What did the people think about 
all of this? In Hezekiah’s day there had 
been a great revival, and the high places 
had been destroyed. Didn’t the people 
object when Manasseh set up his idols 
and turned to wizards and mediums for 
advice? 

T. Probably they did in the begin- 
ning. But in the end we read that 
‘“‘Manasseh seduced Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, so that they did 
more evil than the nations whom the 
Lord destroyed before the people of Is- 
rael” (33:9). 


Today's Procedure 

A. How do you suppose Manasseh 
seduced Judah? 

T. If it had been the 20th century 
A.D. instead of the 7th century B.C. 
I would say that he probably hired a pub- 
lic relations firm that knew how to ad- 
vertise and to plant the right stories in 
the right places. Perhaps you read an 
article that appeared in Harper's maga- 
zine for February of this year telling how 
a shrewd public relations expert made 
the cigar respectable. 

A. Do you mean to imply that cigar 
smoking is reprehensible? 

T. Not at all. I was just interested 
to read how easily public opinion can 
be moulded if one knows how to go about 
it. According to this story which is ap- 
parently well authenticated there was 
a time when cigar smoking was not quite 
as respectable as it is today. Some of 
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the cigar manufacturers employed a pub- 
lic relations man who planted the right 
stories, and, among other things, pic- 
tured a great many distinguished men 
puffing cigars. Gradually public senti- 
ment changed, and cigar sales which had 
been very low began to zoom. 

A. Do you think a public relations 
campaign could do the same thing for a 
different kind of product, one that is 
positively harmful, instead of morally 
neutral ? 

T. What about the money that is spent 
in advertising whisky—in trying to plant 
the idea that drinking whisky is a mark 
of distinction? By the way, did you see 
the advertisement published by Upton 
Sinclair recently in one of our national 
magazines ? 

A. No, I did not. But I know that 
Upton Sinclair is a vigorous writer, who 
has written a lot of popular novels. What 
was this advertisement to which you 
refer? 

T. He was advertising for a publisher 
of a book which he has written about 
people he has known—all of them men 
of distinction—who became in the end 
victims of alcoholism. And he gave 
names... . 

A. Do you suppose he could have been 
mistaken about any of these men? 

T. That is possible. In one or two 
cases friends or relatives have claimed 
that he was mistaken. But all of us 
could name cases out of our own experi- 
ence. 

A, That is right. The liquor adver- 
tisers don’t picture the ruined careers 
produced by their product—or the auto- 
mobile accidents which litter our high- 
ways. 

T. Did you notice, by the way, that 
state police reported that drinking drivers 
were involved in one out of every four 
fatal crashes on Virginia highways in 
1954. 

A. Yes, and also that they said that 
this was a very conservative estimate. 

T. I was struck by the statement that 
juries hesitate to convict a man of drunk- 
en driving, because so many of them 
realize that they themselves, or their close 
friends, have also been guilty at times. 
“What drunken driver,” asked the Gov- 
ernor’s Highway Safety Committee of 
Virginia recently, “is ever accorded even 
a modicum of social ostracism ?” 

A. That makes the problem much 
harder to deal with. How do you explain 
the fact that drinking habits are increas- 
ing in America? 

T. Advertising helps, I suppose. It 
is hard to get away from it, especially 
on the radio and TV. Then it has come 
to be the style. People don’t like to be 
different. There is a lot of social pres- 
sure brought to bear on young people and 
older ones, too. Then, of course, alco- 
hol is a habit-forming drug. A lot of 
people come to depend on it. A certain 
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percentage inevitably become alcoholics. 
I suppose all of this helps to explain how 
Manasseh seduced Judah. The social 
leaders, men of distinction and their 
wives, aped the king, and they set the 
stvle for lesser folk. It became fashion- 
able to worship at the idolatrous shrines. 
And besides, it seemed nice to have one 
of those new religions that made no moral 
demands, and suggested that God exists 
to serve man and his interests, particu- 
larly his economic interests—or maybe 
it was his health, or his peace of mind. 


People Paid no Heed 
A. What about the church, the proph- 


ets, and the priests, I suppose it was in 
that day. 

T. In 2 Chronicles 33:10 we read 
that the Lord spoke to Manasseh and to 
the people.” The Lord spoke, of course, 
through the prophets, who were the 
preachers of that day and time. But 
according to the Bible, Manasseh and 
the people “gave no heed.” 

A. That seems a little strange, don’t 
you think? 

T. It still happens that way some- 
times, especially when the ministers take 
the unpopular side of a question. 

A. Yes, I suppose it does, in some 
lands, and in some times. Time maga- 
zine had an article recently describing 
the breakdown of morals in Sweden. The 
church’s mouth seems to be shut because 
it is a state church and is supported by 
public taxation. I am glad I live in 
America, where the church is free to 
speak its mind. 

T. But sometimes the people do not 
heed in America. 

A. Still the minister is free to speak. 

T. But it doesn’t do any good to speak 
if there is no one to listen. Some church 
people have argued publicly in recent 
months that ministers have no right to 
speak on controversial issues on which 
their people are divided, and that church 
courts must reflect the thinking of their 
people as a whole. And a number of 
ministers have been forced out of their 
pulpits because they took the unpopular 
side of the question which is now agitat- 
ing the South. 

A. I guess human nature 
changed so much after all. 

T. I think we ought to add that most 
ministers are trving conscientiously to 
preach God’s Word as it comes to them. 

A. And if I can speak for the laitv 
we want our ministers to speak the truth 
as they see it, even when we think they 
are wrong. Otherwise we lose confidence 
in them. But let’s get back to Manasseh. 
What happened to him? How did it all 
turn out? 

T. In 2 Chron. 33:10-11 we read: 
“The Lord spoke to Manasseh and to his 
people, but they gave no heed. There- 
fore, the Lord brought upon them the 
commanders of the army of the king of 


hasn’t 


Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks 
and bound him with fetters of bronze 
and brought him to Babylon.” 

A. What does it mean when it says 
that they “took Manasseh with hooks”? 

T. It probably means just what it says, 
The Assyrians were a very cruel people, 
In the British museum there are As- 
syrians reliefs which show captives being 
led with a hook through their nostrils. 

A. Did Manasseh die, then, in cap- 
tivity? 

T. No, he did not. The Chronicler 
says that “when he was in distress he 
entreated the favor of the Lord. .. .” 

A. That is human nature with a ven- 
geance. It takes me back to war days, 
to the old saying, ‘“There are no atheists 
in the fox holes of Bataan.” 

T. Yes, we all pray when the going 
gets really tough. But the writer here 
says that Manasseh “humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers.” 
It seems that he was really sincere. If 
he had just entreated the favor of God 
—and that is what many of us do—I 
would have had my doubts. 


Some Results 


A. Well I am glad to see that the re- 
ligion of Hezekiah paid off in the end. 

T. It often happens that way. Many 
young men and young women, too, turn 
away from the religion of their parents; 
but the chances are that if the religion 
of their parents is really vital their 
children will return to it in time. 

A. Too bad that it takes such hard 
knocks, sometimes, to bring them to their 
senses. 

T. But the wonderful thing is that if 
the man is really in earnest God will 
forgive him no matter how greatly he has 
sinned. We read in vs. 13 that “God 
received his entreaty and heard his sup- 
plication and brought him again to Jeru- 
salem into his kingdom.” 

A. It doesn’t happen that way today. 

T. Sometimes it does. Take the work 
of Alcoholics Anonymous, for example. 
The AAs have proved all over the U.S. 
that if an alcoholic really wants to be 
cured, if he will acknowledge his own 
helplessness and seek the favor of God 
and humble himself before him, he can 
throw off the chains that bind him, and 
return as a free man to his home, his 
family, his job. . . 

A. Is this true only of alcoholics? 

T. It is true of any sin which holds us 
in its power. 

A. What difference did it make in 
Manasseh’s life? 

T. It made a lot of difference. In 
33:14 we read of some of his public 
works. 

A. We might say in general that it 
made him a better king. 

T. Yes, because he was thinking now 
more about his people than he was about 
himself. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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BOOK NOTES 


\MONG THE interesting titles sched- 

uled for summer-fall publication by 
Harper & Bros. are the following: What 
Is Vital in Religion? by Harry Emerson 
Fosdick (Oct.); Bible Primer (an intro- 
duction to the Bible), Ray Freeman Jen- 
ney (Sept.); Power to Manage Yourself, 
Harold B. Walker (Sept.) ; The Catholic 
Approach to Protestantism, Geo. H. Tav- 
ard (Aug.); The Church and the Four- 
Year College (an appraisal of their rela- 
tion), Guy E. Snavely (Sept.); Adl of the 
Women of the Bible (this really means 
all of them!), Edith Deen (Sept.). 

* * * 





A BOOK CLUB in Britain that has a 

good many subscribers in this country 
is the SCM (Student Christian Move- 
ment). At $4 for six books a year, it 
offers good values. Current and coming 
selections include: March: The Gospel 
of Victory (Galatians and Christian 
missions), M. A. C. Warren; May: 
Blinded Eagle (an introduction to the 
life and teaching of Edward Irving), 
H. C. Whitley; July: Discovering Buried 
Worlds (in a new series of studies in 
Biblical archaeolory), Andre Parrot; 
Sept.: Green and Pleasant Land (a study 
of life and religion in England at the 
grassroots), John Lawson. 








A, Was there anything else? 

T. Yes, in the next verse we read of 
his religious reformation. 

A. In other words he was not only a 
better king, but also a better man. I 
suppose he lived happily ever after. 


A Changed Man 


T. That is the way the old fairy stories 
used to end. But real life is different. 
Manasseh was a changed man, no doubt 
of that. But in 2nd Kings we read that 
it was Manasseh who taught Judah to 
sin, and it was a lesson which he could 
not altogether unteach. When the nation 
finally fell before the Babylonians, the 
historiap traced its fall back to the pro- 
longed debauch it had undergone during 
the days of Manasseh, and from which it 
never fully recovered (2 Kings 21:104). 

A. Does that mean that his repentance 
had no value? 

T. Not at all. Manasseh found for- 
giveness for his sin, and peace with God, 
and he was able to undo some of the 
wrong which he had done. But no man 
who has wasted years of his life can 
ever quite make up for the loss. He can 
find forgiveness, if he will humble him- 
self; he can find strength to turn moral 
defeat into spiritual victory, he can be 
used mightily by God to help other 
people, but he can never quite undo the 
wrong which he has done. The sin is 
forgiven, but its consequences remain. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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THREE reading improvement booklets 

worth noting: The Development of 
Lifetime Reading Habits, Jean D. Grambs 
(report of a conference), 50¢; 5 or more, 
20¢, R. R. Bowker Co., 62 W. 45th St., 
NYC 36; How to Read Rapidly and Well 
(a manual of silent reading), Wrenn & 
Cole, Stanford Univ. Press, Stanford, 
Calif., 16 pp., no price listed; How You 
Can Read Better . . . Faster—offering en- 
rollment at the Reading Laboratory, 500 
Sth Ave., NYC 18 (though this is an 
advertising piece it bears a 25¢ price 
which is probably not insisted upon). 

* ¢ 6 

“BETTER reading develops your latent 

or unused capacity to read faster and 
comprehend more. Most people are now 
using only about 20%. of their capaci- 
ties, so the reading improvement poten- 
tials are great.”” Another: “If you can 
read, you can read faster and better.” It 
is interesting to see how many adults 
are following reading-improvement pro- 
grams. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Dictionary of Pastoral Psychology. 
Vergilius Ferm and others. Philosophical 
Library, N. Y. $6.00. 

The Christian Experience. Jean Mouroux. 
Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $5.00. 








The World of Albert Schweitzer. Erica 
Anderson, Eugene Exman. Harper & 


Brothers, N. Y. $5.00. 

Charles Darwin and the Golden Rule. 
William Emerson Ritter. Storm Publish- 
ers, N. Y. $5.00. 

Science and Man’s Hope. James Street 
Fulton. Bookman Associates, N. Y. $3.25. 

Life in Christ. Theo Preiss. Alec R. 
Allenson, Inc., Chicago. $1.25, paper. 

The Mission and Achievement of Jesus. 
Reginald H. Fuller. Alec R. Allenson, 
Ine., Chicago. $1.25, paper. 


Brimming Tide. Archibald Rutledge. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.50. 

Philosophy in the Classroom: A Report. 
John Henry Melzer. University of Ne- 
braska Press, Lincoln, Nebr. $2.50, paper. 

Egermeier’s Bible Story Book—Revised. 
Elsie E. Egermeier, Warner Press, Ander- 
son, Ind. $3.95. 

The Septuagint Bible. Edited, revised 
and enlarged by C. A. Muses. Falcon’s 
Wing Press, N. Y. $6.50. 

Pastoral Preaching. David A, MacLen- 
nan, Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
$2.50. 

The Gospel of Matthew—Volume 1, Fred- 
erick C. Grant. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 175 
cents, paper. 

The Gospel of Matthew—Volume 2, Fred- 
erick C. Grant. Harper & Bros. N. Y. 75 
cents, paper. 

Rediscovering Prayer. John L. Cesteel. 
Association Press, N. Y. $3.50. 

Tomorrow is Today. James H. Robin- 
son. Christian Education Press, Philadel- 
phia. $2.00. 

The Renewal of Man. Alexander Miller. 
Doubleday & Company, Inc., N. Y. $2.95. 

Gods and Demons. Manuel Komroff. 
Lion Books Ine., N. Y. 35 cents, paper. 

Groping. A. C. Bostwick. Vantage Press, 
N. Y. $3.00. 

Christian Theology: An Ecumenical Ap- 
proach. Walter Marshall Horton. Har- 
per & Bros., N. Y. $3.75. 

American Heritage—No. 3—April, 1955. 
Edited by Bruce Catton. American Heri- 
tage, N. Y., $2.95. 

When the Heart Is Hungry. Charles L. 
Allen. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J. $2.90. 

The Story of Jesus for Boys and Girls. 


Dena Korfker. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. $1.95. 


Stories from Other Lands for Boys and 
Girls. Complied and edited by Al Bryant. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. 2.50. 

In Spirit and in Truth. W. L. Howse. 
Fleming H Revell Co,. Westwood. N. J. 
$1.50. 





CLASSIFIED 





WRITING A BOOK? 


Our etaff offers expert editing, handsome 
design, pinpoint promotion. Our subsidy 
is the lowest; our royalties high. All sub- 
jects, religious and general considered. Mail 
your manuscript for free analysis. No ob- 
ligation. 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS 
Attn. Mr. Thorne 489 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 











SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2 cash with order. 





FOR SALE 








COMPLETELY FURNISHED 7 room house. 

Texas Road, Montreat. Electric water- 
heater, stove, refrigerator, washing ma- 
chine. Mrs. LeRoy Campbell, Box 66, 
Hickory, N. C. _ 








A new and genuinely 


human picture of 






the great Reformer 


Portrait 
of Calvin 


By T.H.L. Parker 








Catvin’s life, teaching, and personality 
presented in a surprising and revealing 
new light by a distinguished scholar who 
dispels the widespread. impression of the 
Reformer as a severe and disagreeable 
person. $2.00 at all bookstores, THE 
WESTMINSTER Press, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Edward M. McCormick of the Garden 
Street church, Columbia, Tenn., has ac- 
cepted a call to the First church, Calvert 
City, Ky., effective June 15. 

Geo. Wallace Doherty from Chinquapin, 
N. C., to 4 Quaker St., Granville, N. Y. 

Walter A, Bennett, St. Andrews church, 
Oklahoma City, has accepted a call to 
Westminster church, Dallas, Texas, ef- 
fective July 1. 

Milton P. Reid, Bristol, Tenn., will be- 
come pastor of the Amelia, Va., larger 
parish early in June. 

E. Bert Wilkinson, Woodruff, S. C., has 
accepted a call to the Lugoff, S. C., and 
Camden churches as of June 1. 

T. Ashley Walker of the Glendale 
church, near Cincinnati, Ohio, has been 
chosen as superintendent of the Chris- 











Ministers’ Vacation Exhange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE 

Jackson, Tenn., ch., 450 mbs. August 
Sundays. Prefer N. C. or Fla. Manse excg. 
Norman B. Gibbs, 203 Poplar, Jackson, 
Tenn, 

Benton City, Mo., Bethel & Benton City 
chs, 75 & 110 mbs, 2 svs. in each on alter- 
nate Sundays. Sept. 4, 11. Prefer West 
Coast, Ore., Wash., Calif... No manse. 
Alvin H. Smith, Box 45, Benton City, Mo. 


EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Fulton, Ill, Garden Plain ch, 89 
rural ch, morning worship. 
Ill, state parks, Miss. R. 
boating. Manse excg. July 
A. Mohr, Rt. 2, Fulton, Dl, 

Perryville, Ky., ch, 71 mbs, morn. 
only. Near historic spots & mtns. Manse 
exchange possible but not essential. 4 
Aug. Sundays. Prefer 75-mi. radius, 
Melbourne, Fla. CC. P. Buss, Perryville, 
Ky. 


mbs; 
Near several 
swimming & 

3-24. Roht. 


Svs. 


NEED SUPPLY 

Orlando, Fla., Azalea Pk. ch, 75 mbs. 
New ch, surburban community, lakes, fish- 
ing, boating, swimming. June 10. Until May 
30 will be in Nicholasville, Ky, T. H. Makin. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

Valdosta, Ga., driving distance, 
Sundays. C. W. Rightmyer, 
Richwood, W. Va. 

Jacksonville, Fla., 2 or 3 Aug. or Sept. 
Sundays. Gordon E. Jowers, 1444 Sattes 
Circle, Nitro, W. Va. 

Kansas City and vicinity, 
days; would like manse. W. 
Barboursville, W. Va. 

Los Angeles or Arlington, 
Sundays; would like 
James, Cisco, Texas. 

Coastal N. J., 3 or 4 July Sundays; no 
manse. John A. Frederick, 3501 Campbell 
St.. Kansas City, Mo. 

Miami or 8S. Fla., 4 
Wm. A. 
Memphis. Tenn. 

Eastern N. J., within 100 mi. of Prince- 
ton, Aug. 21; no manse. David F. Murphy, 
407: *#E.. Memphis Tenn. 


3 Aug. 
11 Park PIL, 


4 July Sun- 
A. Venezia, 


Va. 4 
manse. H. 


Aug. 
Grady 


Aug. Sundays; no 


manse. Hearn, 2752 Barron 


Ave. 


McLemore, 
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tian R. Holmes Hospital in Cincinnati by 
the board of directors of the University 
of Cincinnati. 

Jack T. Goodykoontz, Louisville, Ky., 
is now serving the Okolona church near 
Louisville. 

R. Moody Holmes, formerly of Center- 
ville, Ala., has begun his work as pastor 
of the Woodland Heights church, Selma, 
Ala. 

Charles R. Butler, Jr., missionary to 
Brazil, is on furlough at 232 Inman Dr., 
Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga. 

John W. Allen from Henderson, Ark., 
to Caledonia, Mo. 

Burton D. Williams, who has been 
studying at Union Seminary, N. Y., now 
serves Westminster church, Jamaica, 
N. Y. 

Albert L. Jeandheur, from Union Sem- 
inary, N. Y., to Oceanside, N. Y. 

James G. Emerson, from post-graduate 
study at the University of Chicago, to 
the Forest Hills, N. Y., church. 

Charles A. Darocy of the Duryea church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., to Bedford Park church, 
N.Y.C. 


DEATHS 

R. A. Carnahan, Sr., 86. former synodi- 
cal officer of the Synod of Wisconsin, 
died May 3 at his home in Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Murdock Donaldson MacLeod, 
Haven, N. Y., died Mar. 23. 

Jos. A. Schofield, Jr., of the Goodwill 
church, Montgomery, N. Y., died Apr. 25. 


DECORATION 

Chaplain Frank H. Noll, Presbyterian, 
U. S.. minister, recently received a Com- 
mendation Ribbon. He has been as- 
signed as Deputy Staff Chaplain at Head- 
quarters, 29th Air Division (Defense). 


BOOKS 

Geo. L. Tappan of the Ross Memorial 
church, Binghampton, N. Y., is the author 
of a new book, “Andrew Johnson—Not 
yuilty,” published by Comet Press Books, 
N. Y. 


Fair 


Harold B. Walker, First church, Evan. 
ston, Ill., is the author of “Power to Man- 
age Yourself,” scheduled for publication 
in September by Harper & Bros., N. Y. 


DCEs 


Geraldine Jones, formerly of the Ever. 
green church, Memphis, Tenn., is now 
director of youth work in the First 
church, Dallas, Texas. 

Katherine Buswell, who taught Bible 
at Oklahoma Presbyterian College, is the 
new director of Christian education for 
the First church, McAllen, Texas. 


AWARD 


Eric M. North, senior general secretary 
of the American Bible Society, has re 
ceived the fourth Gutenberg Award of 
the Chicago Bible Society. He was cited 
for his work in directing the film, “Our 
Bible—How it Came to Us.” 
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